June 5. 2006

Rodney I Cluck, Ph.D.

Cape Wind Project Manager
Minerals Management Service
Department of Interior

381 Elden Street, MS 4042
Herndon, Virginia 20170-4817

Re: Request for Public Meetings/Comment Period Extension
Dear Dr. Cluck:

On behalf of the Alliance to Protect Nantucket Sound, I am writing to request that the
Minerals Management Service (MMS) conduct public hearings on Cape Cod,
Massachusetts regarding the May 30, 2006, Notice of Intent to Prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed Cape Wind Project and extend the
comment period for a total of 90 days. In addition to the strong public concern over
this propo,sai significant new dev clopments have oceurred since the insufficient
Army Corps of Engineers NEPA process, justifying the need for public hearings and a
comment period extension.

As the MMS is aware, the Cape Wind project has been a highly controversial matter
of serious concern for the public, in general, and residents and visitors to the Cape and
Istands, in particular. When the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers {irst issued its Notice
of Intent to Prepare an FIS on January 30, 2002, it provided a public hearing for the
scoping process on March 7, 2002, in West Yarmouth, Massachusetts. In addition,
the Corps provided public hearings for Cape Wind's related request to construct a so-
calied "data tower." These meetings were heavily attended, despite being held during
the low season, when most seasonal residents were not present on the Cape.

It is also the case that many organizations and individuals on the Cape and Islands
have interest in commenting on both the MMS PEIS scoping notice and on the Cape
Wind DEIS scoping notice. Conducting these two important scoping periods on
almost identical comment timelines places an undue burden on those who plan
extensive response to both.

[n addition to these clear justifications for public hearings and an extended comment

period, the many new issues, developments, and sources of information that have
emerged since the Corps' DEIS also call for a more open and responsive public review
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process than the mere 43-day period for written comments provided in the May 30
notice. Some of these new developments are as follows:

1) Enactment of the Energy Policy Act of 20035, with its section 388 standards that
are completely different from the section 10 standards applied by the Corps;

2) Cape Wind's new application {which has still not been made available to the
public);

3) Cape Wind's extensively revised "notice of project change" filed with the State;

4) The clarified and expanded State boundaries in Nantucket Sound, which affect the
proposed project and alternative sites;

3) The growing and ever-more expansive opposition to the proposed project, as
evidenced by recent public votes in Mashpee and Nantucket;

6) The new proposal for a wind energy project in Buzzards Bay;

7) The initiation of a proposed MMS regulatory program under section 388 and the
related programmatic EIS;

8) The development of new alternative energy technologies;

9) The Department of Defense radar interference study and related information from
other sources;

10) New information on navigation impacts;
1) New information on avian impacts;

12) Recent identification of the Sound as a marine-managed area under Executive
Order 13158;

13) New information on project costs and lack of economic feasibility;

14) New developments on regional greenhouse gas controls, including regulatory
measures;

15) The identification of a submerged forest on the eastern edge of Horseshoe Shoal
which raises potential questions about culturally significant artifacts in the area;
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16} The finding in favor of federal recognition of the Mashpee Wampanoag tribe, and
the broader tribal government perspective it brings to bear on the Cape Wind project;

17y New pollution impact scenarios that illustrate the level of environmental impact
from potential petroleum spills associated with the product;

18) The MA Energy Facilities Siting Board decision and the pending appeal by the
Alliance;

19) The ISO NE SIS and related actions, and the deficiencies therein, and their
relationship to the EIS review.

This 1s not even a complete list of the recent developments that compel a more
comprehensive, open and responsive scoping process. Failure to grant this request
will set the NEPA review of the Cape Wind project off on the wrong track, undermine
public confidence in the MMS process, and prevent your review team from
developing a full and complete scoping record.

Thank you for considering this request. We look forward to working with MMS as it
conducts scoping for the EIS. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate
to contact me at (508) 775-9767.

Very truly vours,
LS s
L Asnizr. fe
Charles Vinick
President and Chief Executive Officer
Alliance to Protect Nantucket Sound -

cc:  Governor Mitt Romney
Attorney General Thomas Reilly
Senator Edward Kennedy
Congressman William Delahunt
Johnnie Burton, Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management, DOI
Walter Cruickshank, Deputy Director, MMS
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